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Crucifixion relics heading this way

BLAKE MORLOCK
Tucson Citizen

Wood said to be from the cross (yes, The Cross), bits of nails 
from the Crucifixion and splinters from the table where Jesus 
and the apostles broke bread are heading to Tucson next 
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month to be venerated by Catholics in Arizona and Mexico, 
church leaders announced yesterday.

At this point, skeptics might want to know whether these relics are the genuine 
articles.

The "Relics of the Passion Tour" is coming here just in time 
for Lent, and will be at various Catholic churches in Tucson, 
Nogales and Green Valley on Feb. 12 and 13.

These relics are now kept by the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Los Angeles, under the authority of the 
Apostolate for Holy Relics.

The Arizona Knights of Columbus is sponsoring the relics tour in southern Arizona 
for the benefit of the region's 300,000 Roman Catholics.

The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic philanthropy fraternity with more than 
12,000 members in Arizona.

"This is something that's a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to touch Christ," said 
John Garcia of the Arizona Knights of Columbus. "This isn't just the Bible 
anymore. This is the real thing. This is taking my faith to the physical level."

The relics come three days after Ash Wednesday - good timing for Tucson Catholic 
Delores Taleck.

"It would be an excellent way to start out Lent," she said.

More important, she said, it's a real-life manifestation of "the passion," which 
Catholics believe to be Christ's suffering for humanity and a term back in the 
modern lexicon after Mel Gibson's film, "The Passion of the Christ."

"It means that he suffered all this for me 
personally," Taleck said.

Pedro Nájera, head of the Knights of Columbus' Arizona operation, said the relics 
will be good for morale in the Tucson diocese, which has filed for bankruptcy 
protection in the wake of multiple claims of sexual abuse by clergy.

"It reinforces the faith," Nájera said. "Most of our parishioners are not dissuaded by 
the bankruptcy and sex scandal. They still go to church and still believe."

Here's what's coming:

A splinter from the cross on which Jesus was crucified.
Pieces of the table from the Last Supper.
Shavings of one of the nails used to crucify Jesus.
Small pieces of the "crown of thorns" placed on Christ's head before he was 
crucified.

According to the Apostolate for Holy Relics, they are.

"It's like asking if King Tut's tomb really belonged to King Tut," said Andrew 
Walthor, vice president of the apostolate.

They are part of a collection gathered by St. Helen, during a trip to the biblical 
lands in the fourth century, he said.
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Veronica Lozano-
Myers looks forward 
to seeing part of the 
cross. She attended 
services last night at 
the Benedictine 
Monastery, 800 N. 
Country Club Road.
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