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Easter Services An Issue For Kerry

(Undated) -- As Easter Sunday approaches, where the Democratic
candidate for president Senator John Kerry will attend church has
become an issue. "The Washington Times" says Kerry is Roman
Catholic and if he attends church at his home Boston Archdiocese he
may be refused Communion. Since last summer, Archbishop O'Malley
said pro-choice Catholic

politicians reside in a state of grave sin and cannot properly take
communion. The Archbishop has not mentioned John Kerry
specifically. St. Louis Archbishop Raymond Burke said Mr. Kerry "must

not present himself for Communion" at any church in the city. Kerry TV Tonight

worshipped in a Protestant church over the weekend. Lifestyle
Health News
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(Undated) -- Mel Gibson's "The Passion of the Christ" has affected
viewers in many ways and one of them is Bible reading. According to
Ekklesia, a Beliefnet.com poll said people in the United States are
reading the Bible more as a result of the movie. The poll sponsored by
Bible publisher Zondervan showed 75 percent of people also believe
the film was "very close" to the

biblical account of Jesus' death. Only five percent felt the telling of the
story was "not close at all." When asked if they were reading the Bible
more because of the movie, 62 percent of the respondents said 'yes.'

Pharmacy Group Stands With Right To Deny

Contraceptives On Moral Grounds
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(Dallas, TX) -- For the second time in less than three months, a North
Texas pharmacist recently refused filling a prescription for birth-control
on moral grounds. The latest involved a CVS store pharmacist in the
Dallas area. According to "The Dallas Morning News," Planned
Parenthood Federation of America's Suzanne Martinez said a trend like
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this "could become a

serious problem, particularly if it spreads to rural areas where there
are fewer drugstores."” But, the country's largest professional society of
pharmacists supports a "pharmacist’s right to exercise conscientious
refusal” in not filling certain prescriptions. American Pharmacists
Association spokesman Michael Stewart says, "A pharmacist is like any
doctor, nurse or other health-care professional who has a right to have
a conscience."

"The Gospel Of John" Now Available At Rental

Stores On DVD
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(Undated) -- As Christians observe Holy Week and moviegoers
continue to view "The Passion of the Christ," another film on the life of
Jesus will be available in rental stores on DVD and VHS today. "The
Gospel of John" is a word-for-word motion picture with a complete
depiction of Christ's journey over the course of three years. The film is
taken from the American

Bible Society's Good News Translation bible. "The Gospel of John" was
produced by Visual Bible International, Inc. a publicly traded, faith-
based media company.

Display Of Relics Associated With The Crucifixion

In Washington DC
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(Undated) -- A rare display of relics associated with the crucifixion is
in progress at the Pope John Paul Il Cultural Center in Washington,
DC. The Apostolate for Holy Relics organized the event and says the
items displayed include pieces of the cross and replicas of the nails
believed to have been used two thousand years ago to crucify Christ.
In a recent display of the

relics in St. Louis, the line to see the items was two to three hours
long. The Apostolate for Holy Relic's president Tom Serafin said, "We
are very pleased that people have taken the time to increase their
faith and link to Christ's death in this special way." Zenit says the
display is scheduled to be in Washington through April 28th.

Catholic Leader In Jerusalem Says Pilgrims Can

Help End Conflict In Middle East
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(Jerusalem) -- The Latin Patriarch in Jerusalem has urged Christian
pilgrims to continue coming to the Holy Land. According to Ecumenical
News International, Archbishop Michel Sabbah says they can help end
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict and his Lutheran counterpart has urged
people not to despair. Archbishop Sabbah, the most senior Roman
Catholic cleric in the

region, made the plea while delivering his Easter message at a news
conference in the Old City of Jerusalem. Sabbah is the leader of some
400 thousand Catholics in Israel, the West Bank, Gaza Strip and
Jordan and in 1987, he became the region's first Palestinian patriarch.

Today In Christian Music
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Artist's Itineraries:

Newsboys' Adoration: The Tour, featuring Rebecca St. James, and
Jeremy Camp will be in New Orleans, Louisiana on Friday and
Nashville, Tennessee on Saturday

Shane and Shane along with Ginny Owens Travel to San Diego,
California on Friday and La Mesa, California on Saturday

Avalon will be in Chattanooga, Tennessee on Thursday, Jonesboro,
Georgia on Friday, and Dothan, Alabama on Saturday

Audio Adrenaline will be in Arlington, Texas on Friday

Today In Religious History:
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6 BC - This day is believed by some Biblical scholars to be the actual
date of the historical birth of Jesus Christ.

1735 - The first Moravians from Europe arrived in America. Invited by
colonial governor James Oglethorpe, ten males of the "Unitas Fratrum”
landed in Savannah, Georgia after sailing from England in February.
1830 - James Augustine Healy, the first black Roman Catholic bishop
in America, was born to an Irish planter and a slave on a plantation
near Macon, Georgia.
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1868 - Mormon church leader Brigham Young married his 27th and
last wife. In all, Brigham Young's wives bore him 47 children.

1952 - American missionary and Auca Indian martyr Jim Elliot wrote in
his journal, "Faith makes life so even, gives one such confidence, that
the words of men are as wind."

Religious Observances:

Lutheran: Commemoration of Albrecht Durer, artists

Lutheran: Commemoration of Michelangelo, artists
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